Front Matter by Ethos Magazine
Fall 2015 Article 1
October 2015
Front Matter
Ethos Magazine
Follow this and additional works at: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/ethos
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Student Publications at Iowa State University Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Ethos by an authorized editor of Iowa State University Digital Repository. For more information, please contact digirep@iastate.edu.
Recommended Citation
Ethos Magazine (2015) "Front Matter," Ethos: Vol. 2016 , Article 1.
Available at: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/ethos/vol2016/iss1/1
FALL 2015
OUT OF 
SIGHT
COLLEGE THROUGH THE
EYES OF A BLIND STUDENT
WHAT THE HELL TO DO IN IOWA | INSIDE THE LIVES OF LOCAL WITCHES
TAKING IN CASH BY TAKING OFF CLOTHES | CAMPUSTOWN’S BEAD DEALER
UNCOVERING
CAMPUS, 
ONE ISSUE
AT A TIME
2 ethosmagazine.org
8
CONTENTS
6
10
11
14
16
18
20
22
24
30
36
40
46
485
LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Why you should get to know   
people and ignore their “covers"
QUICKIES
Foreign fiascos and what    
the hell to do in Iowa
PAWS AND AFFECTION
Volunteering has never been more fun
WRAP IT UP
Stay on your significant other’s   
good side with this gift -giving guide
THE BEAD DEALER
A look at the passion of   
Campustown’s “bartender for beads”
HIGHER EDUCATION
Can smoking weed make    
your grades high too?
INSIDE THE OCCULT
Magic and witchcraft isn’t    
just for Hogwarts students
SCHOOL OF HARD ROCK
Students by day, rock stars by night
HOW TO TRAVEL ON   
A COLLEGE BUDGET
Satisfy your travel bug   
without going broke
DOMINATING THE DISTANCE
How ISU students mastered   
long -distance relationships 
OVERCOMING THE UNSEEN
What it’s like to navigate    
college as a blind student
LIFE AFTER LOSS
Dealing with the grief   
of losing a loved one
LEADING THE RACE
What it means to do it like a girl
TEASING FOR TIPS
 ISU students putting on    
a show to rake in the dough 
WHO DO YOU THINK YOU 
ARE: BRENDAN DUNPHY
Entertainer, Entymologist, Etcetera...  
the many hats of Brendan Dunphy
UNDERSTANDING ASEXUALITY
It’s more than just what    
you learned in biology
38
CONTENTS
6
10
11
14
16
18
20
22
24
30
36
40
46
485
LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Why you should get to know   
people and ignore their “covers"
QUICKIES
Foreign fiascos and what    
the hell to do in Iowa
PAWS AND AFFECTION
Volunteering has never been more fun
WRAP IT UP
Stay on your significant other’s   
good side with this gift -giving guide
THE BEAD DEALER
A look at the passion of   
Campustown’s “bartender for beads”
HIGHER EDUCATION
Can smoking weed make    
your grades high too?
INSIDE THE OCCULT
Magic and witchcraft isn’t    
just for Hogwarts students
SCHOOL OF HARD ROCK
Students by day, rock stars by night
HOW TO TRAVEL ON   
A COLLEGE BUDGET
Satisfy your travel bug   
without going broke
DOMINATING THE DISTANCE
How ISU students mastered   
long -distance relationships 
OVERCOMING THE UNSEEN
What it’s like to navigate    
college as a blind student
LIFE AFTER LOSS
Dealing with the grief   
of losing a loved one
LEADING THE RACE
What it means to do it like a girl
TEASING FOR TIPS
 ISU students putting on    
a show to rake in the dough 
WHO DO YOU THINK YOU 
ARE: BRENDAN DUNPHY
Entertainer, Entymologist, Etcetera...  
the many hats of Brendan Dunphy
UNDERSTANDING ASEXUALITY
It’s more than just what    
you learned in biology
4 ethosmagazine.org
Editor-In-Chief: Traer Schon
Senior Editor: Andreas Haffar
Features Editor: Varad Diwate
Features Editor: Zachary Neuendorf
Online Editor: Rachel Vipond
Visuals Directors: Meredith Kestel & Tomhas Huhnke 
Creative Directors: Alixandria Collins & Mikayla Larsen
Social Media/PR Director: Kristen DeCosta
Ad Sales Director: Kelly Schiro
2015
STAFF
EXECUTIVE BOARD
Sierra Wegener | Jaden Urbi | Will Dodds | Alex Ivanisevic |  
Britta Roppe | Jenna Hrdlicka | Jessica Cristallo |  
Kayli Nartatez | Richard Martinez | Hannah Olson | 
Jacqueline Cordova-Loya | Nik Heftman | Jacqueline Bell
WRITERS
Isaac Biehl | Jon Laczniak | Kyle Kephart |  
McClane Gill | Korrie Bysted | Sam Greene |  
Jessica Darland | Blake Lanser
PHOTOGRAPHERS
Nailah Fitzgerald | Mackenzie Greary | Kaley Lempke | 
Shelby Stites | Payton Gilmore
DESIGNERS
Paige Vander Leest | Amber Misek | Erin Gruba | 
Jenna DeMarco | Amber Misek | Sammie Pearsall
PUBLIC RELATIONS
Brooke Engelstad | Erin Gruba | Leah Lynch 
ADVERTISING
FOR MORE CONTENT, VISIT ETHOSMAGAZINE.ORG
INTERESTED IN JOINING OUR TEAM? EMAIL ETHOSISU@GMAIL.COM
Like us: Ethosmagazineisu Follow us: @EthosMagazine Follow us: @Ethos_Magazine
4HURSDAY  3ATURDAY
 0-   !-
2ESERVATIONS AND 6)0 
OPTIONS AVAILABLE
FUNDED IN PART BY
5EDITOR
     You know what they say about people who assume: they suppose 
something to be the case, without proof. That’s what they say, right?
Despite generally-accepted conventional wisdom to the contrary, 
making assumptions and “judging a book by its cover” isn’t always 
a bad thing. Making and acting on assumptions is part of human 
nature that can save us time and keep us safe. Notice someone’s 
never in class? You might not want to pick them as a project partner. 
See mold on your bread? You throw it out (well, you should). You 
may have even picked up this magazine because you “judged it by  
its cover”—or approached this page with hesitation after seeing  
my photo.
But when it comes to people, the overused “cover” aphorism holds  
true. We often get caught up in judging people  based on  a single 
aspect of their identity, printing our own homemade cover and 
shoddily slapping it  on them, not bothering to find out what they’re 
really about.
It’s not hard to fix this. All it takes is getting to know people as 
individuals—not as the identity that you project on them. Doing 
this will broaden your worldview and allow you to meet a lot of 
interesting, cool people. You’ll start to realize that certain groups of 
people aren’t as scary or unapproachable as you thought.
Taking the time to get to know people as individuals will shatter any 
ill-informed stereotypes you have. Not all “stoners” are slackers. In 
fact, many are  productive, hard-working students. Blindness doesn’t 
prevent people from attending, and succeeding in, college. Wiccans 
are only another peaceful religious group—they just cast a few more 
spells than those we’re more familiar with. For some women, a part-
time job getting partially naked can be an empowering way to help 
pay for school.
I fear that saying this too much will somehow make me become 
Oprah, but it’s true—everyone has a unique and personalized story. 
It may be interesting, boring, sad, inspiring or heart-warming, but the 
story is there, and it matters. We hope that after reading this issue, 
you’ll see how this applies to our lives right here at Iowa State.
It’s never a bad thing to break out of our comfort zones, to meet 
diverse people with different ideas, experiences and interests. We 
can learn more about them, and in turn, more about ourselves. I 
think that this issue of Ethos is a good start in that direction. We tried 
to give people a voice to explain who they are as individuals, and 
how they’re more than the stereotypes that we seem to hear louder 
and more often.
If you’re reading this page, you’re already on your way to looking 
past the cover and finding things out for yourself. Remember what 
happens when you assume—you confine people to narrow, limiting 
boxes based on only a small facet of their identity.
Or something like that.
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